
Re: Educational visits to the Sweet Like Cocoa Festival
1st – 20th October 2013

Dear Sir/Madam

Sweet Like Cocoa is a bold, new festival produced by BeaBop Productions in association with ZeN for 

Black History Month. Over three weekends, the festival provides a vibrant forum for a celebration 

of cocoa and the fascinating history of our relationship with this bean. We would like to invite pupils 

of your school to join us for an exploratory visit to learn more about cocoa and how it has evolved 

into the much loved chocolate that we enjoy today.

SCHOOLS ONLY VISITS

Schools only sessions will be held on Friday 4th and Friday 11th October.

Guided visits
Guided visits of the Sweet Like Cocoa exhibition and exploratory space will take approximately 
90 minutes and are suitable for all ages. Booking is essential.

“From Bean to Bar” - Activity Trail
Become a bean detective and take part in our cocoa bean activity trail delivered by ZeN! 
Discover more about the properties, history and many manufactured products of the cocoa 
bean. A facilitated session giving school groups the opportunity to investigate our special ‘pod’ 
installations in a true sensory experience! Approximately 90 minutes, suitable for all ages, 
booking is essential.

All sessions are FREE. Please bring your own packed lunches.
Booking is essential.  Please contact Bea Udeh at info@sweetlikecocoa.co.uk to book. 

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL

The Sweet Like Cocoa Festival brings art, theatre, dance, interactive 'pods' and more together in a 
blend of fun, exploration and nourishing provisions. Through this exciting collection of events, cocoa 
is used as a metaphor for the historical journeys and experiences of people of African and Caribbean 
descent.
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Its captivating location in Derby's former chocolate factory, to an evocative programme of events and 
activities, this is a unique, multi-sensory experience and metaphorical journey inspired by all things 
cocoa.

Not quite Willy Wonka, Visual Artists Paul Barrand and Planet Eartha will be creating the look and 
feel of the space, using paintings that will dress the walls and encourage visitors to think about what 
cocoa is, and was,  before it became chocolate.  Through interactive, exploratory ‘pods’, specially 
installed for the festival, pupils will be encouraged to look, feel, smell and think about the many uses 
of cocoa. 

All of the events in the programme have links to cocoa - the fruit, the bean, the countries where it is 
produced, the manufactured end products and the people who have travelled in the wake of the 
trade. Prepare to be taken on an incredible journey of discovery!

For the full programme please visit the website: www.sweetlikecocoa.co.uk 

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS FOR SCHOOLS

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION: ‘Travels of a Normanton Boy’ by Tom Douce (Daily) 
Photography exhibition by this well- known Derby businessman and Normanton lad. Prepare to be 
taken on a global trip around 74 countries visited over the past 25 years.  His photos of buildings, 
street nameplates and public transport, all stem from his love of seeing his first Derby tram around 
1964.  This exhibition gives a fascinating insight into identity and who remembers these places once 
they are updated or re-built.

EXHIBITION: Carnival costumes by emccan (Daily)
emccan will be donating five of Derby Carnivals costumes to be exhibited during the festival.  
Carnival is a tradition which stems from pre-Lenten celebrations in Europe.  It reached the Caribbean 
during the transatlantic slave trade of Africans who adapted these celebrations to include 
procession, colourful costumes and masquerade.  Modern carnival celebrations are diverse in style 
across the country and are also a world-wide festivity.

TAP DANCE DEMONSTRATION: Tip Tap Toe (Friday 11th October, 15:30 – 17:00)
Free tap dance master class led by tap dancer and Got to Dance semi-finalist Lee Payne. Open to 
dancers and the general public who have some tap dance experience. 

*Lee is also available to come to deliver a FREE talk and tap dance demonstration in  
schools or at the Chocolate Factory.  To book please contact info@sweetlikecocoa.co.uk .*
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FAMILY FRIENDLY AFTERNOONS: Cocoa Fete events (Sundays)
Family-friendly afternoon events. Relax, enjoy live music performances, food (including chocolate) 
and cocoa inspired talks from a variety of speakers. Each Cocoa Fete is different, so please check on 
the website for the programme. Cocoa Fete will run from 12pm to 4pm on Sunday 6th, 13th and 
20th October. 

IMPORTANT NOTES

 There is no heating allowed in this building.  Please dress as if attending an outdoor 
event/festival.

 The programme is continually changing.  Please check the website for the most up to 
date information. www.sweetlikecocoa.co.uk

 All events (except those taking place at QUAD) are free.  Please book and collect your 
free tickets from QUAD to gain entry to the Chocolate Factory.

We look forward to welcoming you.

Warm regards
Bea Udeh 
Festival Director 
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